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I “Pervasive dishonesty and inordinate se- 
f crecy” characterized the actions of the CIA 
and the rest of the executive branch, the 
congressional report said. Despite the legal 
requirement that Congress be 
informed of “all covert actions,” 
vital information was withheld 
because its disclosure “would produce a 
storm of outrage.” 

The quote is from the 1987 report of the 
House and Senate committees investigating 
the Iran-contra affair, involving a secret U.S. 
program of support to rebels in Nicaragua. 
But some lawmakers suggested this week 
that the words could just as well refer to the 
CIA’s secret program of extensive assis- 
tance to military forces in Guatemala. 

The implication is that the CIA did not 


learn the lesson — of the need to keep Con- 
gress informed — that the lawmakers tried to 
drive home seven years ago. 

A Senate hearing on Wednesday made pub- 
lic the complaints of some lawmakers on Capi- 
tol Hill that the CIA deliberately withheld from 
Congress some information that would have 
provoked a storm of outrage: One of its paid in- 
formants in Guatemala was involved in the 
slaying of a U.S. citizen there in 1990. 

This information — which the agency says 
it first learned in October 1991 — repre- 
sented clear evidence of a “significant intelli- 
gence failure” of the sort that the CIA is re- 
quired by law to divulge routinely to its 
overseers on Capitol Hill, said one congres- 
sional source who is furious about the agen- 
cy’s behavior. 

Yet the CIA made no disclosure until Feb- 
ruary, more than three years later. And it 
did so only because of pressure arising from 


hunger strikes by the widow of a victim of a 
second murder Meed to the same informant. 

The agency’s alleged misbehavior goes 
beyond merely withholding the information 
to include supplying some congressional staff 
misleading answers to questions about the 
1990 slaying of innkeeper Michael DeVine. 

That charge, initially made by Sen. Wil- 
liam S. Cohen (R-Maine), was subsequently 
endorsed by three other lawmakers includ- 
ing Sen. Arlen Specter (R-Pa.), chairman of 
the Senate Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence. Specter said Wednesday evening that 
“it appears . . . that there is substantial foun- 
dation” for Cohen’s claim that the committee 
“had been misled and lied to.” 

What was it that the CIA had to hide and 
why would it try so hard to do so? 

The answer is not certain. But one possi- 
bility is that the CIA was concerned that dis- 
closure of the link between its informant and 
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the . DeVine killing might lead Congress to 
rein in the agency’s covert program of aid to 
the Guatemalan military as it battled a 30- 
year-old peasant rebellion supported by left- 
ists and Mayan Indians. 

In the wake of Rep. Robert G. Torricelli’s 
(D-N.J.) disclosure of the CIA’s link to the in- 
formant, U.S. officials have confirmed that 
the CIA provided lethal training and equip- 
ment to the Guatemalan armed forces over 
13 years. 

The program was an outgrowth of the 
Reagan ad min istration’s pervasive fear of a 
communist takeover in Central America. But 
it had a drawback: As in other Central Amer- 
ican nations, the military forces aided by the 
CIA routinely committed major human rights 
abuses, ranging from assassinations to mass 
terror. 

Lawmakers — who secretly authorized 
CIA expenditures of as much as $3.5 million 


annually in Guatemala in the late 1980s — 
were repeatedly reassured that but for the 
CIA presence, the Guatemalan military’s be- 
havior would be even worse. Human rights, 
the agency said, was a priority topic in the 
Guatemalan military intelligence school cre- 
ated with CIA funds. 

By 1989, however, the waning of Cold 
War anxieties and a rising death toll among 
Guatemalan civilians provoked fresh skepti- 
cism on Capitol Hill. “We finally realized that 
three hours of classroom experience was not 
going to correct 15 centuries of Latin Ameri- 
can culture,” said a congressional source. 

The House and Senate intelligence panels 
ordered the CIA to produce semiannual re- 
ports on how its extensive covert actions in 
Guatemala and neighboring El Salvador were 
affecting human rights in those countries. 
But in its 1992 report to Congress, the CIA 
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missed an opportunity to mention 
what it knew about the alleged in- 
volvement of its informant. Col. Julio 
Roberto Alpirez, in DeVine’s mur- 
der. 

It missed a second opportunity 
when intelligence committee staff 
visited Guatemala that summer. And 
it missed a third opportunity when 
the committee started asking ques- 
tions, because — in the words of one 
source familiar with the episode — 
the CIA's upbeat human rights re- 
port “just did not ring true.” 
Meanwhile, Congresscontinued to 


support CIA expenditures of more 
than $1 million annually for covert 
support to the Guatemalan military, 
a program that almost surely would 
have been disrupted if Capitol Hill 
had known about Alpirez and taken a 
hard look at other CIA informants 
there. 

“If the committee had certain in- 
formation available to it at an earlier 
stage, we might have been able to 
alter what the CIA was doing and 1 
protect human rights in Guatemala,” 
Specter said. His committee is now 
so steamed that it has demanded 
copies of all CIA records and cable 
tr affi c dealing with the DeVine case. 



